Day 2 … National Reconciliation Week of Prayer
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) first started as the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation in 1993 (the
International Year of the World’s Indigenous Peoples) and was supported by Australia’s major faith
communities. In 1996, this became known as National Reconciliation Week.
The NRW 2021 theme: More than just a word. Reconciliation takes action.
On day 2 of NRW, to enable a change of ways, which leads to positive affirmative action, let us first
acknowledge our wrongs of the past through confession …

Friday May 28 | Prayer of Confession
Tear Australia Reconciliation Liturgy, pg 5

Merciful God,
We have clenched our hands in anger
to threaten and to hurt.
We have clutched with our hands
to keep and to hold selfishly.
We have pointed our finger
to accuse and belittle.
We have held our hands idly
when there is work to be done.
We have lifted our hands to hide our eyes
and shut out sorrow, suffering and need.
We have closed our ears
to cries of help with our hands.
We have hidden our hands when we could
have reached out to our brothers
and sisters in love.
We repent and are sorry for all our sins,
Father, forgive us,
Strengthen us to love and live through Jesus Christ.
Let us extend our free hands to
our neighbour in love.
In Your Name we pray, Amen

A prayer for each day of National Reconciliation Week

National Reconciliation Week | May 27 – June 3
This prayer is from TearAustralia’s Reconciliation Action Kit, and Reconciliation Liturgy (developed by the Rev Sally
Apolis, Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 2008, Port Melbourne, Vic).
These have been designed to support groups in prayerfully moving towards reconciliation.
TearAustralia provides the following acknowledgement on page 2 of their Action kit:
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