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Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families, communities, 

organisations and importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships between 

the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 

 

What is National Reconciliation Week? 
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, 

cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in 

Australia. 

The dates for NRW remain the same each year: 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two 

significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court 

Mabo decision respectively. 

Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a 

nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Today, NRW is celebrated by businesses, schools and early learning services, organisations, and individuals 
Australia-wide. 
 

National Reconciliation Week 2020 Theme 

In 2020 Reconciliation Australia marks twenty years of shaping Australia’s 
journey towards a more just, equitable and reconciled nation. 

Much has happened since the early days of the people’s movement for reconciliation, including greater 

acknowledgement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights to land and sea; understanding of the 

impact of government policies and frontier conflicts; and an embracing of stories of Indigenous success and 

contribution. 

2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation walks of 2000, when people came together 

to walk on bridges and roads across the nation and show their support for a more reconciled Australia. 

As always, we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us, and Australians now benefit from the 

efforts and contributions of people committed to reconciliation in the past. 

Today we work together to further that national journey towards a fully reconciled country. 

We strive towards a more just, equitable nation by championing unity and mutual respect as we come 

together and connect with one another. 

On this journey, Australians are all In This Together; every one of us has a role to play when it comes to 

reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities that value 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures. 

The theme for NRW2020 – In this together– is now resonating in ways we could not have foreseen when it 

was announced it last year, but it reminds us whether in a crisis or in reconciliation we are all In This Together. 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) began as the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation in 1993 (the 
International Year of the World’s Indigenous Peoples) and was supported by Australia’s major faith 
communities. In 1996, the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation launched Australia’s first NRW. In 2000, 
Reconciliation Australia was established to continue to provide national leadership on reconciliation. In 
the same year, approximately 300,000 people walked across Sydney Harbour Bridge as part of NRW, to 
show their support for reconciliation. 

 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
https://www.rap.lca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2020/05/RA-27-May-Referendum-NRW-2020.pdf
https://www.rap.lca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2020/05/RA-Mabo-decision-nrw-2020.docx.pdf
https://www.rap.lca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2020/05/RA-Mabo-decision-nrw-2020.docx.pdf

